Reception Planning 2026-2027

\ .CUTHBRTS




Autumn 1

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2, UTW {Science, History, Geography) + RED

3. PSED/ PD | CEL/EAD

4, Maths / Phonics / Literacy / Handwriting / Assessment / Provision

Term Dates: 2 Sept — 23 Oct 2026
(7 weeks and 2 days

Topic Focus
* Identity, feelings and famiy
= Autumn seasonal change (Harvest)

Festivals

= Autumn Beging: 22nd Sept (Autumn walk 22nd Sept)
* Harvest Festival

*Might of Light Party

Story Spine

Wk1: What Makes Me a Me?

Wk2: 'm Almost Always Kind

Wk3: The Squirrels Who Squabbled
Wk4: Bear Shaped

WkS: Luna Loves Dance

WkE: The Wonder

Wk7: Shu Lin's Gandpa

Parent Meet: Phonics week 3

CUSP Science

* Seasonal Change:Weather, Light, Temp
* Signs of Autumn

* Exploring senses

CUSP History
* My personal timeling
* Famity members and significant people

CUSP Geography
* My home, my street
* Simple maps of classroom/school

RED (Creation & Covenant)

* Hear: Genesis 1, Psalm 138; Jesus welcomes the children
* Believe: God made the world; every person is special

* Celebrate & Live: Creation walk;, Harvest thanksgiving
=\focabulary: creation, God, family, special

PSED

* Building relationships
* Classroom routines.

= Managing feelings

* Turn-taking

Physical Development
* Gross motor: space, balance, obstacle courses
 Fine motor: toole, threading, tweezers, pencil grip

Communication & Language

* Baseline assessments

* Listening rules

=\ocabulary: family, identity, autumn

What Makes Me a Me?
= EAD activity — Create a “Me Collage™ using photos, magazine cut-outs, skin-tone paper, and textures.

* UTW activity — Portraits * Explore similarities/differences using mirrors and talk about features, families, and heritage.

I'm (Almost) Always Kind
* EAD activity — Paint “kindness scenes” showing helping hands, sharing, or friendship moments.
= UTW activity — Role-play scenarios about helping others and dizscuss classroom community rules.

The Squirrels Who Squabbled
= EAD activity — Create squirrel puppets and retell the story with expressive voices.
= UTW activity — Explore real squirrels: Autumn colour mixing, habitats, food, and seasonal changes.

Bear Shaped
= EAD activity — Make “emotion bears™ using clay or dough with different facial expressions.
* UTW activity — Talk about feelings and how our brains and bodies respond.

Luna Loves Dance
*EAD activity — Learn a simple dance routing and explore eXpressive movement.
= UTW activity — Explore different cultural dances and where they come from.

The Wonder
= EAD activity — Create “imagination paintings® inepired by the boy's drawings.
* UTW activity — Discuss different jobs and how people contribute to the community.

Shu Lin's Grandpa
*EAD activity — Try Chinese brush painting technigues.
= UTW activity — Explore Chinese culture, traditions, and family celebrations.

White Rose Maths

* Just Like Me (matching, sorting, comparing) [7 sessions]
* Measure and patterns [6 sessions]

* 's Me 1, 2, 3 [5 sessions]

Little Wandle Phonics
* Phase 2 GPCs

* Tricky words: |, is, the

* Reading practice groups begin

Literacy

* Name recognition

* Mark making — letter formation
* Oral storyteling

Handwriting {Letter-Join)

* Pencil grip baseline

* Pre-writing patterns

* Teach each Phase 2 letter as introduced in phonics
* Lowercase only

* Focus on correct start peints & orientation

Assessment

* RBA

* Language baseling
* Fine motor baseline
* Autumn 1 LW

Outdoor Learning
* Autumn walk
* Weather observations

Provision Enhancements
* Family photo display
* Autumn sensory trays




Autumn 2

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2. UTW (Science, History, Geography) + RED

3.PSED/PD/C&LEAD

4. Maths / Phonics / Literacy / Handwriting / Assessment / Provision

Term Dates: 2 Nov — 18 Dec 2026
(6 weeks and 4 days)

Topic Focus
* Celebrations, Community and Homes
*Winter seasonal change

Festivals
* Bonfire Might: 5 Mov
* Christmas: 25 Dec

Story Spine

WE1: Pumpkin Soup

Wk2: The Invisible

Wk 3: Celebrations Around the World
Wk 4: Standing Up To Racism

Wk 5. Gingerbread Man

Wk &: The 3 Little Pigs

Parent Evening - Wk 2ish

CUSP Geography
*Homes around the world
* Local community features
* Simple maps & routes

CUSP History
* Significant people in the community
* Pastvs present homes

CUSP Science
* Everyday materials
* Properties & uses

RED {Prophecy & Promise)

*Hear: Isaiah’s prophecy; Annunciation; Nativity

* Believe: Advent = waiting; Jesus is God's Son

* Celebrate & Live: Advent wreath; Nativity, Christmas liturgy
*Vocabulary: Advent, angel, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, hope

PSED

* Helping others

*Fairness & kindness

* Understanding differences

Physical Development
* Dance linked to celebrations
* Moving energetically

Communication & Language

* Developing conversation

*Vocabulary: celebration, community, tradition
* Mativity

Pumpkin Soup
* EAD activity — Make autumn leaf prints or vegetable stamping art.
* UTW activity — Cook simple soup and explore where vegetables come from.

The Invisible
* EAD activity — Create silhouette art showing community scenes.
* UTW activity — Explore what makes a community and who helps us. Role-play: post office, doctor's surgery

Celebrations Around the World
* EAD activity — Make festival crafts (Firewark Art).
* UTW activity — Compare global celebrations and traditions.

Standing Up to Racism
* EAD activity — Create “Everyone Belongs™ posters.
* UTW activity — Discuss fairness, kindness, and how to include others.

The Gingerbread Man
* EAD activity — Decorate gingerbread characters with collage materials.
* UTW activity — Explore changes in materials when baking.

The Three Little Pigs
* EAD activity — Build houses using junk modelling.
* UTW activity — Test materials (blow test, waterproof test).

White Rose Maths

* Circles and Triangles (4 sessions)
*1,2, 3,4 5(7 sessions)

* Shapes with 4 sides (4 sessions)

Little Wandle Phonics

*Finish Phase 2

* Begin Phase 3

* Tricky words: put, pull, full, as, and, has, his, her,
go, no, to, into, she, push, he, of, we, me, be

Literacy

*Labels & lists

* Cards & messages

* Retelling familiar stories

Handwriting {Letter-Join)

*Finish Phase 2 letters

* Reinforce posture, grip, orientation

* Start Letter Families (Week 3):

* Curly Caterpillars (¢, a,0,d,9,q,5,f)
*Long Ladders (I, 1,1, ], u, v)

Assessment

* Autumn term review

* |dentify children needing phonics support
*Autumn 2 LW

Outdoor Learning
* Shadow play
* Exploring light sources

Provision Enhancements
* Festival artefacts

* Community role-play

* Construction: homes




Spring 1

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2. UTW (Science, History, Geography) + RED

3. PSED / PD / C&L/EAD

4. Maths / Phonics | Literacy / Handwriting / Assessment / Provision

Term Dates: 5 Jan — 12 Feb 2027

(5 weeks and 3 days)

Topic Focus
* Journeys and London

Festivals

*Valentine's Day: 14 Feb (halfterm)
* Shrove Tuesday: 16 Feb (halfterm)
* Winter wik 5th Jan

Story Spine

Wk1: Chicken Clicking
Whk2: Troll Stinks

Wk3: Mr Wolfs Pancakes
Whd: Martha Maps it Out
Whkb: Luna Loves Art

Parents stay and play

CUSP Geography

* Maps & simple symbols

* Routes & journeys

* Local transport survey

* Comparing places (local area vs London)

CUSP History
* Changes in transport over time
* Significant explorers (e.g., Amelia Earhart, Neil Armstrong)

CUSP Science

* Bveryday materials & forces

* How wheels, ramps, levers work
*Pushes & pulls

RED (Galilee to Jerusalem)

* Hear: Presentation in the Temple: Jesus calls disciples; Jesus blesses the children

* Believe: Jesus is Light of the World; we follow Jesus

* Celebrate & Live: Candlemas: acts of kindness: simple Gospel responses

*Vocabulary: disciple, follow, light, help
* Explore: disciples

PSED

* Confidence in new places

* Managing change

* Working with others on maps & models

Physical Development
* Gross motor: obstacle routes, scooter/bike practice
* Fine motor: map drawing. cutting. joining materials

Cc ication & L
* Positional language
* Story sequencing

*Vocabulary: journey, route, map, transport, push, pull

gtay

*Sounds of transport

Chicken Clicking
* EAD activity — Create digital-style collage art using cut-out icons.
* UTW activity — Discuss online safety and digital journeys.

Troll Stinks
* EAD activity — Make troll masks and retell the story with puppets.

* UTW activity — Explore kindness online and how messages travel.

Mr Wolf's Pancakes

* EAD activity — Create pancake-themed art using pastels and circular printing.

* UTW activity — Follow instructions to make pancakes and observe changes.

Martha Maps It Out

* EAD activity — Draw maps of the classroom or outdoor area.

* UTW activity — DT — Wheels and axels

Luna Loves Art
* EAD activity — Recreate famous artworks using mixed media.
* UTW activity — Learn about London galleries and famous artists.

White Rose Maths

* Alive in 5 [8 sessions]

* Mass and Capacity [4 sessions]

* Growing 6, 7, & [10 sessions]

* Length, Height and Time [ 4 sessions]

Little Wandle Phonics

* Continue Phase 3 GPCs

* Tricky words: he, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, are, sure, pure, my, by, all
* Reading practice groups continue

Literacy

* Instructions (how to get from A to B)
* Story maps

* Captions for transport

Handwriting (Letter-Join)

* Continue Letter Families:

* One-Armed Robots (1, n, m, h, b, p, k)

* Zig-Zag Monsters (v, w, x, z)

* Focus on correct start points, size & orientation

Assessment
* Spring 1 LW
* Maths: composition understanding

Outdoor Learning
* Map the playground
* Transport spotting walk

Provision Enhancements

* Ticket office role-play

* Map-making station

* Ramp & car investigation area




apnny £

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2. UTW (Science, History, Geography) + RED

3. PSED/ PO/ C&L/EAD

4. Maths / Phonics / Literacy / Handwriting / Assessment ! Provision

Term Dates: 22 Feb — 26 Mar 2027
(4 weeks and 4 days)

Topic Focus
* Plants, animals and environmental change
* Spring seasonal change

Festivals
* Spring begins: 20 March (Spring Walk 1g March)

Story Spine

Wk1: Tad

Wk2: Mrs Noah's Garden

Wk3: The Extraordinary Gardener
Wk4: Errol's Garden

* Corpral works of mercy

CUSP Science

" Plants: parts, needs, growth

* Animals: life cycles (frog. butterfly)

* Humans: growth & change

* Working scientifically: observing over time

CUSP Geography
* Local environment study
* Weather patterns

CUSP History
* Changes within living memory (gardens, parks, farming)

RED (Desert to Garden)

* Hear: Jesus in the desert; Good Shepherd; Palm Sunday; Last Supper, Easter morming
* Believe: Lent = change; Jesus died & rose; God forgives

* Celebrate & Live: Lenten promises; Stations of the Cross; Easter garden

*Vocabulary: Lent, forgive, cross, Easter, new life

* Explore: Good Shepherd

PSED

* Caring for living things

* Responsibility & teamwork

* Respect for differences in celebrations

Physical Development
* Fine motor: planting tools, tweezers, drawing details
* Gross motor: garden movement, digging, carrying

Cc ication & L
* Scientific vocabulary
* Explaining changes
* Sequencing life cycles

quag

Tad
*EAD activity — Create frog life-cycle art using paint and collage — observational drawing.
*UTW activity — Observe real frogspawn or videos of metamorphosis — drama (lifecycle movement)

Mrs Noah’s Garden
*EAD activity — Make habitat dioramas.
“UTW activity — Explore habitats and what animals need to surive.

The Extraordinary Gardener
*EAD activity — Create “dream gardens” using collage and paint.
“UTW activity — Plant seeds and observe growth over time — observational drawing.

Errol's Garden
*EAD activity — Make coliaborative garden murals using spring colours and textures.
=JTW activity — Explore community gardening and caring for plants

White Rose Maths

Length, height and time cont [2 sessions]
Building 9 and 10 [13 sessions]

Explore 30 shapes [ 7 sessions]

Little Wandle Phonics

* Complete Phase 3

* Begin Phase 4 (adjacent consonants)

* Tricky words: my, by, all, are, sure, pure

Literacy

* Monfiction: plant fact files
* Life cycle sequencing

* Spring poems

Handwriting (Letter-Join)

* Apply all letter families in words

* Write tricky words correctly

* Digraphs written as units

* Focus on spacing, line sitting & consistent size
* Weekly number formation practise

Assessment
* Spring 2 LW
* Identify children needing phonics intervention

Outdoor Learning
* Planting seeds

* Minibeast hunts

* Weather station

Provision Enhancements
* Garden centre role-play

* Life cycle small world

* Planting investigation trays




Summer 1

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2. UTW (Science, History, Geography) + RED

3. PSED/PD/C&L/EAD

4. Maths / Phonics | Literacy | Handwriting | Assessment | Provision

Term Dates: 12 Apr— 28 May 2027
(6 weeks and 4 days)

Topic Focus
* Arts, arists, music and diversity

Festivals
*May Day: 3 May

Story Spine

Wk1: Clean Up

WE 2: 1 am Mefertiti

WE 3: Tidy

WWE4: Hair

Wk 5: The Story Orchestra

\WkE: Anansi and the Golden Pot

CUSP History
* Significant people (artists, inventors, engineers)
*How art & technology have changed

CUSP Geography
*Where artists come from (simple locational knowledge)
* Local landmarks & local artists

CUSP Science
* Exploring materials (texture, structure, joining)
* Simple engineering (bridges, towers, siability)

RED (To the Ends of the Earth)

* Hear: Ascension; Pentecost (Acts 2); Early Christians sharing

* Believe: Haly Spirit helps us; the Church is God's family

* Celebrate & Live: Pentecost celebration; “Come Holy Spirit” prayer; acts of kindness
*Vocabulary: Holy Spirit, flame, Church, help, share

* Explore: Pentecast

PSED

* Aspirations & confidence

* Celebrating strengths

* Working collaboratively on creative projects

Physical Development
* Fine motor: detailed drawing, sculpting, tools
* Gross motor: dance, movement to music

Communication & Language

* Describing artwork

* Evaluating creations

*Vocabulary: artist, sculpt, design, engineer, structure

Clean Up!
"EAD activity — Create ocean-themed art using recycled materials.
*UTW activity — Explore pollution and how to protect the environment.

1 Am Nefertiti
*EAD activity — Explore rhythm and create simple musical patterns.
*UTW activity — Learn about instruments from different cultures.

Tidy

*UTW activity — Explore the impact of tidying/clearing habitats.

Hair

*EAD activity — Create textured hair portraits using wool, ribbon, and paper.
*UTW activity — Explore differences in hair types and celebrate diversity.
The Story Orchestra

*EAD activity — Create soundscapes using instrumentis - responding to classical pieces.
*UTW activity — Explore how sound is made and travels

|Anansi and the Golden Pot

*EAD activity — Create patterned African-inspired art.

*FUTW activity — Explore Ghana and African storytelling traditions — perform the story.

*EAD activity — Create woodland art using natural materials- colour, pattern, texture, shape.

White Rose Maths

To 20 and beyond [6 sessions]

How Many Mow [4 sessions]

Manipulate, compose and decompose [8 sessions]

Little Wandle Phonics

* Continue Phase 4 (adjacent consonants)

* Tricky words: said, so, have, like, some, come, love, do,
were, here, little, says, there, when, what, one, out, today
* Reading practice: fluency focus

Literacy

* Artist fact files

* Descriptive sentences about artwork
*Writing about aspirations

Handwriting {Letter-Join}

* Fluency patterns for control

* Consistent size across letter families

* Continue with weekly number formation

Assessment
Writing: sentence structure
Summer 1LW

OQutdoor Learning
* Matural art (Andy Goldsworthy style)
* Large-scale painting outdoors

Provision Enhancements

* Art studio area

* STEAM construction zone

* Aspirations role-play (hospital, vet, builder, artist)




SULIIE £

1. Term Dates, Topic, Festivals & Story Spine

2. UTW (Science, History, Geography) + RED

3. PSED/FPD/C&LIEAD

4. Maths / Phonics / Literacy / Handwriting / Assessment/ Provision

Term Dates: 7 Jun — 16 Jul 2027
(5 weeks and 4 days)

Topic Focus
* Growth and bodies
* Transition to Year 1

Festivals

*World Environment Day: 5§ June

* Midsummer: 21 June

* Summer begins: 21 June (Summer walk 21% June)

Story Spine

Wk1: The Dark

WE2: It's a Mo Money Day
Wk3: Body Book

Wk4: Only One You

WES: Ruby's Worry

Bridging unit Yr1 section of CUSP 3 weeks

CUSP Science

* Humans: growth, change, healthy living
* Plants & animals in summer

* Environmental change & impact

CUSP Geography
* Caring for places
* Local environment study

CUSP History
* Chronology: looking back at our year
* Changes within living memory (themselves!)

RED {Universal Church})

*Hear: Creation revisited; Good Samaritan; Lost Sheep; Jesus’ teaching on love
* Believe: We are stewards of God's creation; everyone belongs to God's family
* Celebrate & Live: Eco-projects; thanksgiving liturgy; celebrating our gifts
*Vocabulary: steward, neighbour, belong, creation, love

* Explore: Good Samaritan

PSED

- Transition activities

- Confidence & resilience

- Celebrating achievements
- Friendships & change

Physical Development
- Sports day prep
- Healthy bodies: exercise, rest, hygiene

Communication & Language

- Reflecting on learning

- Sharing memories

- Vocabulary: change, growth, protect, environment
- Assembly

The Dark
*EAD activity — Create light-and-shadow art using torches.
*UTWY activity — Explore light sources and shadows.

It's a No Money Day
*EAD activity — Draw or paint “things that make me feel rich” {love, family, kindness)
*UTW activity — Explore needs vs wants and community support

Body Book
*EAD activity — Create body outlines and decorate with collage
*UTW activity — Learn about body parts and how to keep healthy.

Only One You
*EAD activity — Paint unigue patterned fish inspired by the book.
*UTW activity — Discuss transitions and what makes each child Unigque — self-portraits

White Rose Maths

* Sharing and Grouping [6 session]
*Visualise, build and map [ 11 sessions]
* Make Connections [ 2 sessions]

Little Wandle Phonics

* Phase 4 consolidation

* Reading fluency & comprehension
* Preparing for Year 1 expectations

Literacy

*Memory books

* Letters to new teachers
* Environmental posters

Handwriting (Letter-Join}

* Secure all letter families

* Correct formation & orientation
* Letters sitting on the line

* Fluency patterns for speed

Assessment

* EYFS Profile completed
Transition notes for Year 1
Summer 2 LW

Outdoor Learning

* Litter pick

* Bug hotel building

* Summer nature walk

Provision Enhancements

* Transition role-play (Year 1 classroom)
* Healthy living station

* Recycling centre




