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Music development plan summary: 
St. Cuthbert’s School  

This template is designed to support schools to produce the summary. It should set out 

how the school will deliver high-quality music provision in curriculum music, co-

curricular music and musical experiences, taking into account the key features in the 

national plan for music education:  

• timetabled curriculum music of at least one hour each week of the school year 

for key stages 1 to 3 

• access to lessons across a range of instruments, and voice 

• a school choir or vocal ensemble 

• a school ensemble, band or group 

• space for rehearsals and individual practice 

• a termly school performance 

• opportunity to enjoy live performance at least once a year 

The summary should reflect your school’s music provision for the given school year 

and your plans for subsequent years. It should also refer to any existing partnership 

with your local music hub or other music education organisations that supports the 

school with music provision.  

Before publishing your completed summary, delete the advice in this template along 

with this text box. 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2026-2027 

Date this summary was published Sept 2026 

Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 

Name of the school music lead Ann-Marie Handford 

Name of local music hub  Cumbria music hub 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education/
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Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

Each year group has an equivalent of an hour of music a week. Each Key stage also 

benefits from a hymn/singing practice for half an hour each week. Our curriculum 

follows the CUSP Music curriculum, ensuring pupils develop knowledge, skills and 

musical understanding progressively from EYFS to Year 6 through listening, 

composing, performing and appraising music. 

In year 3 and 4, each child learns an instrument. We have a rolling programme of 

ukuleles and recorders. Singing is a huge part of our school life and children benefit 

from singing in all year groups and during assemblies.  

Children also have the opportunity to work with our peripatetic music teacher to have 

either keyboard or guitar lessons.  

We also showcase our singing during Mass, Churches Together service, Young Voices 

and carol singing in the local community. 

 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

The music tuition that we offer outside of what is taught in lesson time, includes one-to-

one in guitar or piano and small-group and large-group tuition for instruments.  

Pupils can join in in a variety of different clubs such as choir, leading singing group and 

Young Voices.  

Peripatetic tuition is currently available in piano and guitar. Lessons are charged at £7 

per session, with subsidies available for pupils eligible for Pupil Premium.  

Choir is open to all KS2 pupils and is free of charge. Additional ensemble opportunities 

are offered where appropriate. 
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Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

Throughout the academic year, pupils enjoy a wide range of musical experiences that en-

rich the curriculum and provide opportunities to perform, appreciate and celebrate mu-

sic. These include: 

• Christmas performances  

• Easter celebrations  

• Leavers' Mass  

• Parish Masses and liturgical celebrations  

• Young Voices  

• Cluster Music Festival  

• School concerts and musical performances  

• Collective worship featuring singing and music  

• Theatre visits, including live musical performances  

• Visits to professional concerts  

• Carol singing in the local community  

• Opportunities for some pupils to participate in the Carlisle and District Music Festival 

 

 

 

 

 

In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

• Develop an annual St Cuthbert's Proms evening to celebrate instrumentalists, choirs, 

class performances and peripatetic musicians. 

• Increase participation in instrumental tuition.  

• Develop wider performance opportunities through Mater Christi Trust and Cumbria 

Music Hub. 

• Raise participation in the Carlisle and District musical festival 
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Further information (optional) 

For further information about music at St Cuthbert's Catholic Primary and Nursery 

School, including instrumental tuition, choir and performance opportunities, please 

contact the school office or visit the Cumbria Music Hub website. 

 


